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Nixon’s mini-summit coup in Paris 


By Kingsbury Smith 

European Director and 
Chief Foreign Writer, The 
Hearst Newspapers. 

• 

ROME — President Nix- 
on’s diplomatic coqp in 
Paris is still a lively topic of 
conversation in European 
embassy salons. 

It is generally acknowl- 
edged the President's brief 
visit to the French capital to 
attend the memorial service 
for President Georges Pom- 
pidou turned out to be a 
stroke at* good fortune for 
American diplomacy as well 
as a brilliant success for Mr. 
Nixon personally. 

By taking advantage of 
the occasion to confer with 
the leaders of Western Eu- 
rope and Japan as w#ll ms 
the President of the k Soviet 
Union, President Nixon suc- 
ceeded. in the opinion Q 


doned when the French gov- 
ernment opposed the kind of 
declaration o f principles 
Washington wanted. 

The last months of Presi- 
dent Pompidou's life were 
marked by desperate 
French diplomatic efforts to 
persuade other European Al- 
lies 'to reject American lead- 
ership in favor of an autono- 
mous European political 
community independent of 
U.S. influence and capable 
of playing a ' third force” 
role between America and 
Russia. 

i 

With President Nixon in 
Paris fpr the Pompidou 
memorial service, the vir- • 
t u a 1 1 y leaderle#s French j 
government was .powerless 
to prevent turn from ha * 

• a summit -meeting not 
with other Europea“ 1 
leaders* but with 
President Podgorny as 
Ifhat. Foreign 


dazzles diplo 



found significance.” 

Hun ever, other irench 
newsp pers recognized the 
ini p«»rl: nee of what the 
Pres 1 1 out had achieved. Le 
Monde, France’s most influ- 
ential newspaper, said the 
talks President Nixon had, 
ie on his own initiative, 
some in response to re- 
quests, were both a riposte 
to French diplomacy and a 
“striking confirmation o f 
doubts about the justifica- 
tion” of that diplomacy. 
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In re-affirming Aatterioan moves 

leadership of the free world. ■* ^ ^ Middle Eat 

There is admiration for • ^ideatJ 

the political skfflwith which 

he stage- ir anageA thr-meet- ** aff»med m the Frew* 
ings with the Soviet, Baron*- . * 

an and Japanese leader* - ^ e s 

all of whom came to bc» hjm smiling resurgent 

supremacy at 
m Gayili* j 
be considered 
and inopportune 




at the residence of 
American ambassador , i'fl 
Paris, 'fteir wiSiftgnesa to 
pay this respect to him wa* 
viewed in itself as evtdeoew 
of their desire to see him re- 
main President of the Unit* 
ed States. 

Bv an irony of fate. Presi- 
dent Pompidou i» dsctfc 
gave to President Nfauwi 
what he had denied him In 
the last year of his life — 
the opportunity to have t r 
summit meeting in Europe. 

Last year was to be the 
"Year of Europe” for Preal^ 
dent Nixon. He had hoped to 
preside over a summit meet- 
ing of the Allies which would 
proclaim a new Atlantic 
Charter re-defining Western 
Euroi>e s relations with the 
United States. President 
PqmpitSM was cliiefly re- 
sponsible for blocking this 
plan 

/ It wa.' Men’ hoped that a 
gun -nit ’-eoUng could be 
held u. Brussels early this 
month in connection with the 
25th anniversary of NATO- 
This too, had tq be aban- 



ngiuwin? newspaper L’Au- 
rrire 

Cynical commentators in ■ 
other French newspapers I 
sought to discount the ira- ; 

portance of wiiat President 
Nixon bad achieved. A writ- 
er in Figaro, France’s lead- 
i n g morning newspaper, 
said the President acted like 
a sovereign welcoming the 
"homage of some of his Eu- 
ropean vassals.” A cartoon 
in Figaro showed a figure 
representing Europe bend- 
ing on one knee and kissing 
the ring on the outheld hand 
of Nixon seated on a throne. 
The “spectacle” of the Pre- 
si nent receiving the Europe- 
an, Soviet . and Japanese 
leaders was desberibed as a 
“big show” without any pro- 


particularly 
pressed the Europeans was 
the attention President Pod- 
^oruy showed Mr. Nixon. He 
not only came to the Ameri- 
can Embassy residence ear- 
. L ]y <n the morning to break- 

/. ji# Aith the President. ’but 

he stayed — over two hours 
- longer than wy other ri* 
itor, and allowed himself to 
be photographed in a wai in 
and even jovial mood with 
the American Presided. 

Reflecting the conviction 
of the British. French and 
• West German governments 
that .the President’s talks 

had positive results, Chan- 
cellor Willy Brandt told the 
German people on his return 
from Paris that he felt those 
talks had helped to clear the 
air between Europe and the 
United States. 




